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To the READER 


bat was lately ſorndedin the ear 
z bere preſented tothe eyerord 
for word , without any enlargement of 
my notes , 10 make them. ſwel in the 
Preſs,being unwilling to obt11:de more 
upon the publick Yiew from ihe 
Frint-bouſe, then what bad apjroba- 
tion from the Pulpit, the hand that 
pointed my meditations to this ſub- 
Jef, and induced me to make them 
publick, was love to peace and truth, 
and pity of the deſpicable condition of 
the multitude of thoſe which under the 
miſpriſion, or deluſion, cr reſtiveneſs of 
Conſcience, dayly make ſhitwrack of 
faith and a good Conſcience, (in opfo- 
fing themſelves to the I.wfull com- 
mands of the higher Powers) and ſo 
run beadlong into the Abyſs of Gods 
judgements in this world and inthe 
world to come, (as Oxen to the ſlaugh- 
Tere 


TOJTHE READER, 
terbonſe, and Birds to the ſnare, not 
knowing or valuing that it is for 
their lives, if any reforme by bearing 
of their faults, I bave gained a Soul, 
Jam. 5. v. 19, 20. Bretbren if any of 
you do err from the truth,and one con- 
vert him, let bim know that be which 
converteth a ſinner from the error of 
hi . way ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, 
and ſhall bide a multitude of fins. 
But if thereby be be the rather con. 
firmed in them (for the ſame Sun 
which ſoftens wax bardens clay) how- 
ever I bave delivered my own Soul, 
Eze. 3.19. yet if thou warn the wick- 
ed, and be turn not from his wicked- 
neſs, nor from bis wicked way, be ſhall 
dy in bis iniquity but thou haſt delive- 
red thy ſonl, which t all the deſzgne of 
him who is (whether thou bear or for- 


bear ) 
Thine in all offices, of ('harity 

and Sercvice, 
IOHN ME RITON. 
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The Obligation of a good (onſtience, 
To Cirvil Obedience, 
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The Text Romans 13, verſc 5, 


IWherefcre ye muſt needs be ſubjeR not only for wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake, 


S1ria; 1. Kings 22, 36. That commanded his 
thirty ewo Captains that they (Fou'd fight 
neither with ſmall nor great, fave with the King of 

Iſrgels 
He well knery that the generals fall would ſoon 
flar che courage, and rout the order of his Army; 
that I mighe uſe the like policie againſt that Cham- 
p'en which now bids defiance to all humane Ay. 
thority and civil juriſdion , w14, (Liberty of 
Conſcience ) I have —_ this ſmoggh ſtoze our 
| Of 


T: was 2 good peice of policy, in the King of 


2 The Obligation of a gavd Conſcience, 

of the brook of St. Paul, to throw at the head 
of this Gol:ah ; whogheing once. overthrowne, 
the reſt of the NAS 1M may poſſibly diſband 
themſclves, and returifto- do allegiance and fub- 
jctton, 

The propoſition that lycth faire out of the words 
without vio'ence or affeation 1s this. That every 
ſubject is under thc Obligation of a good Conſfci- 
ence, to render obedience tothe Civil power, 

In the proſecution of this propoſition I thall 
{peake to thele lower particulars. 

1. Who they are that muſt be {ubjeR. 

2, In what ſence the SubjeR is under the Obli- 
eation of Conſcience to obey. 

2. Upon what account obedicnce to the Civil 
Power is a debt of Cenſcience, 

4. Examine rhe igfluenceof Conſcience into Ci- 
vil Obedience, 

And then rcfle& upon the whole by way of uſe 
and Application. 

And firſt, who they are that mult be SubjcR 3 
and they are of all Ranks, Orders, and Degrecs 
of men. 

Verle the firſt of this Chapter, 

To 4x, let every foul be ſubjeR to the higher 
powers, wtz, Cleros & lars, Conclave , and Con- 
venticle, Male and Female, Rich and Poore , High 
and Low, Bond and Free, even inferiour Magt- 
ſtrates themſclves, whoare as the Centurion in the 
Goſpel, themſelves under Authority, and they 
have others under them. For the very order cf 
Nature infers an univerſal homage to one Suprean'e 
iz, A Suit in the Firmament , an Eagle in the 
Air 
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To Ciwil Obedience; 2 
Air, a Lyon on the Earth, and a Lewiathan in the 
deep, in: wan lace Siglayt)ar nai iegruer * nal wor 
vayois * buy lots Grd) mel; uiver, (aith Sr. Chr\ſoſtom 
this exhortation ler every ſoul be ſubject , is tavotr 
to Preiſts and Moncks: and not only to ſuch as 
are principally concerned with ſecular affairs , as 
well to all thar give attendance at the Altar, as thev 
thar til] the grcund or grinde in the Mill, 3ud's yg 
evuTeem Thy SvErfuay a ante yn, ſubjrfio e411 iſta pie 
tatem n0n evertit ſuch ſubjeRion overturns not Re- 
ligion; For outward Conformity to the poſitive 
Laws of Princes,otters not the leaſt injury to Piety, 
or violztion to a good Conſcience; tor obedience 
to humane Laws conſiſts not iniinward affent or 
conſent to the matter of the Law or duty ( and fo 
leaggs the Conſcience free and inviolable, ) onely 
eutYard ſubjection is required to the power and 
Aut. 

The Wrince is cuſ{os utrtuſque tabule , and to pay 
him an imperfc& obedience is to 'diminith his pre- 
rogative, and mutilate his power : indeed Cardinal 
Bellarmine urgeth that place Heb. 13. 17. obcy 
them that have the rule over you; an cxemption 
of Eccleſiaſtical perſons from the civil juriſdiQion, 
to which DoQtor Andrew Willet in his Synopſss Papiſ- 
mi, returns this anſwer, viz, That obedience 
there required is ſpiritual : of the Civil Magiſtrate 
and all (ecular perſons to the word of God; taught 
by the Paſtors of the Church', which is no exemp- 
tion of them from their civil obedience. For as 
the Prince is bound to receive and beleive all truc 
Doctrine which is tauzhe by the Paſtors of the 
Church agrecable ro the word of God , under pain 
B 2 of 


þ- The Obligation of 4 geo Conſc'ence 

of damnation 7ohz 6. and laſt, he that beleives not 
is condemned already , the wrath of God abideth 
on him ſo the Paſtors of the Church are bound 
under -the Jike pain y to obey the Princes Laws 
made according to the word of God 3 wherefore 
ye wult needs be ſubjet, not only for wrath , 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake, and it may be 
{urchcr anſwered , granting the obedience required 
from the Text alledged : ro be Civil, thar what 
part whatſoever of the Civil JuriſdiQion z may be 
committed to the adminittration of Eccleſiaſtical 
perſons.no.otherwiſe requires obedience then to the 
King as Supreame. 1, Pet. 2, 13, And to them only 
as put in authority under him for the puniſ:ment of 
cvil doers , and the praiſe of them thar do well, 

So thar till {the Prince is in all cauſes and over 
all pcrſons , as. we'] Eecleſiaſtical as Civil, head 
and Supreame :* ad his Kingdome rulerh over all', 
and ſo | paſs tothe 2d. particular, v2. In what 
ſence the SubjeR is under the Obligation of Cor - 
{ctence to obcy. 

For anſwer to this particalar , we necd go no 
farchar then the firſt verſe of this Chapter z, where 
obedience is enjoyned to the higher powers. which 
word Powcr, is ſolcly Obligatorie to the Conſci- 
ence, where we mult lawfully diſtinguith betweene 
the Soveraignty of the power, which renders things 
inthemſelves , for their matter and nature ſimply 
indifferent, . neceflarie ro be obeyed; ( and no 
otherwiſe , bindes -rhe Conſcience than in regard 
of Ovedicnce due ro Chriſttan Magiſtrates, in 
lawfu'l things ) and the matter and nature of the 
Laws enaficd and cnjoyned : which ſimply layes 
no 
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To (til Obedience, £ 


no Obligation upon the Conſcience : fo that the 
Conſcience remains free and art liberty , as to the 
matter and nature of the Law, tut bound and 
under Obligation in reſpe&t of the pewer ; the 
pcſitive Laws of Princes whether Civil, fer the 
wcll ordering of the Commonwealth , or Eccle- 
ſraftical , for che well governing of the Church, 
(bcing gcod Laws) do binde in Conſcience in 
rc ſpe of contempt and diſobedience to the higher 
I' owcrs (to whom providence has committed the 
manazement of ſuch afairs) but not in reſpec of 
the things commannded : which in their nature are 
indiffcrcrt, 

As whcn the Magiſtrate for ſome profitable or 
Po'itick y or Religious end , commands a Let tor 
be kept,thar is for ſome dayes abſtinence from Fleſh, 
it is not the eating or not cating of Fleſh, that ſim- 
ply diſpicaſcth and oftends God, ( and fo binds 
the Cenſcierce) bur the contempt of the Law, 
ard wilfull and obſtinate diſobedience ro the Magt- 
ſlrate , whoſe power of makeing Laws, and exaQe. 
ing obcdience 1s of God, (by whcm Kings Raign 
and Princes decree Juſtice, ) | 

For ctherwilſe the uſe of the Creature is free and 
Jndificrcnt. Nor ate the poſitive Laws of Mcn 
(which corſiſt rot cf tHings in their own nature 
receHlary to ſalvation : (forſuch can no Man make 
others than are contained in the Scriptures ) bur 
conliſting of things in tFemſelves indiflerent , nod 
othcrwite neceſſary then as they bear the ſtampant 
Impreflton of the higher Powers , otherwiſe Obli-- 
earorie to the Contcierce, then as they imploy 
a Dirine Obligation, 
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6 The Obligation of a good Conſcience. 


becauſe the power whereby they are enacted is of 
Gol. $0 that the whole of the matter is this) v22, 
The Subjc& is under the Obligation of Conſcience 
to obedience only in regard of the power z and fo 
I paſs to the third particular, 44. upon whar 
account obedience to the Civil Power is a debr of 
Conlcience, 

Sr, James (1ith Chop, 4. werſe i2, there is orc 
Law-2iver which is able to ſaveand todeftroy. He 
therefore ca only make Laws to binde the Con. 
{cicnce thatis able ro {ve and ro deſtroy ( that is 
only God ) ſothat the Laws of Princes-by virtre 
of their deputation from GoJ1, and that Authority 
wherewithall from him they are veſted, no othcr- 
wiſe hinder the Conſcience than tor Gods fake ; 
which is the reaſon whereby the Apoſile in the pre- 
cedent verſcs of this Chapter enforces obedience to 
the higher powers . yag iZefie for thcre is no Powcr 
but of God : the Powers that be, are ordained of 
God, And argumento @ contrario, it they that 
reſiſt verſe the 2d. receive to | themſelves dams 
nation becaule they reliſt the ordinance of God , 
then they that obey become obedient for Conſci- 
ence fake , becauſe the powers that be are ordain- 
ed of God, There are three things here to be 
diſtinguiſhed , Power , the means to obraine it, 
and the uſe made of it : for though the means 
may be indire&, andthe ule irregular : thoſe are 
the proper obliquitics of the p:rſon, for which 
he muſt one day give acccu un notwith{tanding the 
poweris of Gol, and for his ſake mutt be obey. 
ed in ome:bus licitts &, honeſtts not only for wrath 
but alſo for Conſcience fake. Power howeygt 
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To Civil Obeatence. - 


ſubjeQively, objeRirely or terminatively humane, 
yet is originally Divine , the power in God and 
the Maoilirate isthe ſame only this difference , in 
God primitively and inh#renr , in the Magiſtrate 
derivitively and adherent , yet the power of the 
Magiſtrate becaule his ſubſtitution is Divine , is of 
the ſame ſtamp and impreffion : Magiſtrates are 
De Vicarij, Gods Deputy Licutenann, 7 H1dxors, 
aeTwgy: Det Minſini his Miniſters they are of 
God, rot as others , and ordinatic men, by 
Creation , but by Divine inſtitution , and ordi- 
nation , Magiſtratesſo neerly reſemble God as the y 
are callcd by his name ?ſ, 82, 6. wer. I have ſaid 
Je are Gods, God hath joyned the Magiſtrate with 
himſecl}fe in the ſame Law of obedience and obli- 
gation , Ezra 7.26. wer. and whoſoever w ll not 
dothe Law of thy God , and the Law of the King, 
ter Judgment be execured ſpeedily upon him : 
whether it be unto Death , or to Baniſhment, or 
to Confiſcation of goods, Or to impriſonment. 

True it is , none can hinder the Conſcience bur 
God , ſo that we mult take in God in the Magiſtrate 
and then comminds of Magiltratcs which arc [1wſull 
by virtue of Gods power, wherewith they are 
veſted , binde the Conſcience for Gods fake , and 
ſo obedience to the higher Powers 1s a debr- of 
Conſcience becauſe they are of God, his Miniſters, 
wherefore ye mult needs be ſubjc&, 

Nor only for wrath , bur allo for Conſcience 
ſake. 

And ſo 1 come in the fourth and [aſt p-ace to ex- 
amine the infucnces of Coanlctcnce into obedicnce. 
It ha's beer a mxime amongſt e1e wileſt Legiſl1- 


B 4 ors, 


436 


8 ThegObligation of a good Conſcience 
tors , that whoever would ſettle good Laws , mu(t 
procced in them with a ſiniſter opinion of all 
mankinde, and ſuppoſe that whoever ts not wicked 
it is for want only of the oportunity + ſo that ic 
ts che oportunity of being evil that mult be provi. 
ded againlt , before the Prince or ſociety can be 
ſecure , which can no way be effeced , bur by the 
irfluence of Conſcience into Obedience. This is 
Dominions belt , though not only wall, and bull- 
wark 3 would men range no further than the limits 
of a good Conſcience void oi offence towards God 


- and rowards Man , then might Princes diſband all 


jealoſics of conſpiracie againlt their power, or in- 
valion of their right , but mizhe peaccably enjo 
the portion of Dominion : and quictly exerciſe 
the virtue of their power , who otherwile perhaps 
muſt care the bread of carefulneſs: and rule in 
feare ; . but God hath ſer his hedge about them 74:, 
to be obeyed not only for wrath : buralſo for Con. 
ſcience ſake which whoever breaks down doth what 
in hitn lycth, to lay Dominion waſte , and expoſe 
SOveraignty to te Prey. 

For rake away the obligation of Conſcience to 
obedience ,8& all government is meere uſurpation, 
Princes diadems hang upon their (words, and their 
Throncs ſtand deep in humane blood,the beſt Title to 
a Crowns thg longeſt Sword , and the ſtrongeſt 
Arm. Kingdoms and Commenwealths are bur 
ſocicties of Slaves and Vaflals, and he that can 
freehimfelf the ſooneſt is the beſt man , and he that 
can win a?Crown may lawfully wearc it , which 
Principle moſt evidently proſtituies rhe Diadem to 
ike envie and emulation of every mans avarice, and 
alt= 
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To ctil Obedience, 3 
ambition ſince however they may attempt and in- 
vade the Princes Territories, kill the Heir , and take 
polleſſion,they cannot be unjuſt or do any wrong,all 
which reafonings are the genuine wrecks of the | 
(hipwrack of Faith anda good Conſcience. Bur 18 
whileſt theſe terre Fil, = of Adam, are ſtretch- ; 
ing forth their hands to offer violence to, and raviſy 
that fruit which appcars beautifull ro theeye , the 
Angel of the Lord , zz. ( the voice of a good 
Conſcicnce ) withdraws their Arm, tells them 
the fruit is forbidden and foe ſecures it from Rape, 
and violation, 

( Touch not mine anointed) waſt thou not afraid 
tolift up thine hand to lay the Lords Anointed? 
ſaid Dawzd to that young man the Amalekite: whoſe 
own mouth betrayed him of the murder of a Sove- 
raign 2 Saxz, I. 14. and of himſelf , when in the 
_ of a Subjet , though under the promiſe 
of the Crown, God forbid that I ſhould ftretoh 
forth my hands againſt the Lords Anointed x 
Sam-24. 6, 

Divinity is circled in a Crown , and whoever 
with irreverend hands ſtrikes at Majeſty , by the 
ſame AQ entitles himſelf a Traytor to God and 
Man ; wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjeR not | 
only for wrath , but allo for Conſcience ſake. s | 

nd as Conſcience is the Lifeguad of rhe pow. 
er, lo is it the Gaurdian of the Laws , for rake 
away divine Obligation from humaen Laws , and 
their Obligation becomes indifferentand ſo renders 
their obſervance meerly prudent and expedient as 
- may beſt comport with the Sube&s intereſt , hy- 
mor, pride, or avarice, and tlicn no man = 
ON- 
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longer endure the yoke than it is too ſtrong , or 
bear the burden then it is too heavy for him, nor 
can it be reaſonably expected men (ould longer res 
main in Egyyr , or Batyloz, 412- (under the power 
of any Law ) then they have opportunity to return, 
nor can any ſervice be thought a freedom, till we 
are under the obligatories of Conſcience to obey, 
And would the world but once be convinced thar 
Magiſtrates , who are called Gods ?ſ, 82, 6.(be- 
cauſe all government derives its power from God) 
inherit a juriſdiction over the Conlciences of men, 
and that all their Laws : not contrarie to the Die 
vine will, enated by their power derived from. 
him(by whom Kings reign, &Princes decree Juſtice 
are the ſacred Image of his invincible power , 
which often punilſheth ſuch ſubtle and colonrable 
crimes, as come not into the walke of humane 
Juſtice, rhen would the yoke of ſubjeftion become 
caſic , and the burden of obedience light, then 
would the ſword of the Civil power becauſe the 
fword of the Lord, and of 6G:aton be prevented: 
without being fclt and obeyed withont grudging, 

And all commands of Magiſtrates not interfec- 
ling with the precepts of God be as his , whoſe 
indced as ſuch they are) not grievious I. Joh 5, 
+ 3. and his commandements are not grievious , 
whetcfore ye mult. needs be fubjeR not only for 
wrath but alſo for Conſcience fake. 

And fo 1 come to refle& upon what hath been 
ſaid by way of inference and application, 

And this truth concerns it {clf with all ranks, 
orders and degrees of men, as they muſt fall 
under the capacity of poycr.or ſubjcAion, 
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Peter 1 Pet,3, 13. ſubmit your ſelves therefore to 
every ordinance of Man, for the Lords ſake be 
not corrupted in your judgments , and ſo led out 
of the way of your duty and obedience , by cvery 
zgnus fatuus ,that pretends Conſcience, thar great 
incendiarie of government and Laws ) when as you 
have been taught as the eruth is in Jeſus, that no 
prerence of Conſcience can juſtly abſolve you from 
that debt to the higher powers , which you ly un- 
der the ob-igation of good Conſciences to dif- 
charge, and be ye confident chat Chriſtian liberty 
gives no man 2 diſpenſation to tranſgreſs or reſiſt 
the Civil power , and all thoſe of what perſwa- 
{ion ſocvcr , now abuſed , their liberty under the 
Goſpel, for Cloxks of nonconformity , malict- 
oulneſs or as occaſion to the fleſh to nouriſh the 
gcnuine brats of it, Faction, Schitm, Strife, Debate 
Peviſhneſs or humor : ſhall one day pofſcſs the pu- 
niſkment of diſobedience, ſuffer as evil doers, and 
be led forth with the workers of iniquity. 

For whoſoever reſiſts, (hall reccive to themſelves 
damnation, Ir is obſerved by ſome that St. Paul 
writ this Epiſtle to the Chriſtians ar Rom-, when 
Neroa great Enemy of the Chriſtian Religion fate 
upon the Throre , under whoſe Tyranny the Faith 
ot our Lord Feſss was dayly in danger to have been 
baited ar the fiery ſtake, Though it could not periſh 
in the flame. And if Obedience were a debr to the 
Civil power, when veſted in a Tyrant : how much 
therather , when it is the poſleſſion of a nurſing Fa- 
ther. If they that reſiſted the power of Nero, that 
griccleſs Monſter , merired damyation, what pu- 

C 3 ni{bment 


To crwil Obedience; 1T 
* Ibegin with the ſubjeQs in the words of Sr. 


2 The Obhgatunof a good Conſcience 
niſhment are they worthy of, that ſpeak evil of the 
dignity deſpiſe the dominton, &aflront theSoveraign 
ty of a gracious Majeſty;bur that ſuch clouds with- 
out water, may finde none in the lavorof the Goſpel 
ro waſh of the guilt of their proud (welling words, 
but like raging waves of the Sea, may apear but to 
foame out their own ſhame, which no Handkircheif 
pretended fromGod can wipe away, Idefire to be ft- 
tiſfied in this queſtion,the Doctrine of St. Paul,was 
it of God, or of Man > I ſuppoſe none will preſume 
to ſay of Man,becauſe all belicyc he was an Apoſtle, 
and if of God) then all chat deny the King his Sy- 
premacy under God, crying no King bur Jeſus, and 
under pretence of Chriltian Liberty urge a diſpen. 
{ation from the Civil power , do plainly crre, not 
knowing the Scriptures,or not ſavouring the things 
that be of God, for by the Dodtrine of St. Paul, out 
of the Ecriptures and undeniably of God. all orders 
and degrees of Men owe obedience and ſubjeQion 
ro the Civil power. wherefore ye muſt needs be 
{ubjc , not only for wrath, but alſo for Conſci- 
ence ſake. Ah let not the dreams, and pretended 
revelations of e\cry man, that calls himſelf a Pro- 
phet, prevaile againſt tharmore fure word of Pro- 
phecy, (w1z, the Scriptures of the old and new Te- 
itament ) 2, Pet. I, 19, to which you do well to 
rake heed, till the day dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe 
in your hcarts., Theſe arethe latter dayes whercin 
evil Mcn and {cducers wax worſe and worſe, decci- 
ving and being deceived, but beloved remember ye 
the words ſpoken of before , by the Apoſtles of our 
Lord Jeſus « brift Jade 17. 1 Tim. 4.1. 2, Pet, 2 3. 
that ye tall not from your ltedfaſtne(s , ror be made 
Mcrt- 
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Merchandiſe of , through faigned words, and beguiled 


from the ſimplicity of faith as #t is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


I know there be many now engaged (under the wil * 


priſion of well meaning , though deluded Confciences) 
with the multitude of thoſe that oppoſe themſelves,and 
for rhcir ſakes it is, I have ſo long followed this exhoT- 
ration that they may fit down and.confider of the wy 
they are in , and poſſibly recover. themſelves out of rhe 
ſnare, before they receive the wages of their nonconfot« 
mity , Schiſm , not to ſay Sedition. For Moſes his rod 
calt upon the ground , will turn into a Serpent , and 
carries 1ſting in the Tayl, Wilt thou not be afraid of the 
power , in which ſence give me leave to apply that of 
the Orator to Mark Anthony MHeror te Antont quorum fatta 
emiterts , eorum exirus mn perharreſcere. Iſtand amazed 
they dread notthe fearfull end of thoſe whoſe workes 
they imitate, J#ge M1, wo unto them for they have gon in 
the way of Caiz &ran,greedily aftcr the error of Balan 
for reward, & periſhed 1n the gainſaying of Core. Prov. 24. 
21, 111 ſon feare thou the Lord and the K14g ,and meddlenct 

with thoſe that are grven to charge.v. 22. fur their calamit 
ſball ri{- uddenly:& nho knoweth the ru: e of them both.thar 
is of God. & the King ,of the King for ne bearcs nor hc: 
{word in vain, of God, for hethat rcfiſts {tall receive ty 

himfclf damnation : fo that in rendring obedience rotlic 
Civil power,yon fearc nor him only,that can killthe body 
but him allo that can kill both body &lou!,and catt chem 
into Heli fier: wherefote ye mult necds be ſubject not cr= 
ly for wrath bur a'fo- for Conſcience fake : and fol paſs 
from all that cught to be ſubjc& to ail rrar in any ſence 
beare rule , fromthe King as Supreame toall chat arc pur 
in authority underhim, Thar righteouſneſs m2y run down 
as a River, and Judgmengy a mighty Stream : char the 
precious oyntment ot miniftering ſuſtice, ad executing 
C 3 judge-g 
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judgement © may nor wet Moſes his head alone ybut rim 
down to the skirts of his clothing , and give me leave to 
bind this exhortation upon whom it may concern upon 2 
threefold conſideration. | 
1, The obligation of: a good Conſcience, 

2. The conviQtion of gainſaycrs. 

3. The peace, and ſecurity of the King and Kingdoms 
the Crown and Commonwealth. 
| 8, The obligation of a good Conſcience 3 the Magi. 
ftrare muſt confider whoſe Miniiter he is as well as the 
Subject whoſe authority he hath, and then the'ſame Con- 
ſcience oblizes the Magiſtrate ro do juſtice, that bindes 
the Subject to obcy. 

If the Subjc@ be under the Obligation of Conſcience 
to obey : than he that reſiſteth (under prerence of Con- 
ſcience) mult receive to himſelf damnation, the Magi. 
ſtrate may pity his ignorance , or deluſion , but mult pn- 
nith his ſin, for he is the Miniſter of God, 4 revenger 
(and is under the Obligation of Conſcience) to execute 
wrath upon every man that doth evil , and if there be a 
divine Ob'ig2tion ugon all humane Laws , ( not contra- 
ric to the divine will) then all that ſuffer for not obeying 
the Civil power ( in all Jawtull things) plainly ſuffer as 
evil doers , however they fondly hug their chains : and 
wildly boaſt of and glory in ſuch ſufferings 3 which (hall 
one day appeare to their ſhame, but to rhe joy of ſuch 
Magiſtrates as regard not the plea or accuſation of their 

miſzuided Conſciences,diſcharge their own in puniſhing 

their obliquities , not delaying Judgement or turning 
away the face of Juſtice, My Lords Right Honourable, 
2nd you werthy gentlemen in Commilion of Peace , and 
all that potleſs any office in apperraining ro Juſtice, 
whoſe daily , and continual @re it (hould be, to fee the 
waoliom Liws of the Realm duly cxccured. You muſt 

IC 
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reſolve to liſten more ( and be obedient tothe voice of 5 
your own Conſciences , then to the clamours of offen- 
ders to what tribe or faion ſoever they belong. | 

Solomon ſaith he that obſcrves the wind ſhall not ſowEre. 
11, 4.and the words, & rat'eries of Delinquents ought to 
have no bet'er eſteeme, bur if any one will proſtitute his 

Conſcience to tiiefady popularity,and not do her duty to 
be counted a moderate man , let me ſpeake to him in the 
words of a late Reverend Prelate of this Dioceſs,v:z. Bi- 
ſhop Sard*rſon,{poken upon the ſame occaſion he makes an: 
1 purchaſe for himſelf,that foregoes the leaſt part of his. 
Duty to gain a little popularity, the breath of the people 
being but a ſorry plaiſter for a wounded Conſcience, a 
good Confcience (ball beſtead you more then a thouſand 
witneſſes, and ſtand for you againſt ten thouſand rongues 
in that day when the hearts of all men ſha!l be made ma- 
nifeſt, and every man ſhall have praiſe of God ( having 
done well ) whoſe Miniſters you arc ſo long as you do 
well, andare not afraid with any amazement, ro exc- 
cute wrath upon every man that doth evill, & fo I paſs ro 
the fecond conſideration y v2. the copviRtion of gainfay- 
crs , thatwill not know their error , bur in the puniſh» 
ment, Pf. 50. 21. hilt 1kept ſilence : wrerches that turn 
grace into wantonnelſs , Spiders that ſuck poiſon out of 
ſweetneſs, interpreting delays of puniſhment, approbatt- 
on of the crime. Ir is the demonſtration of experience, 
thar the fruit of indulgence , and fuſpention of Juſtice, 
is but the hardning the offender as the Sun doth clay,de- 
generate mankind being moſtly of chat mould , and rher= 
tore in all probability only capable of learning ovedience 
by the things which they ought ro ſufer , and fo I come 
to the 3d, and /aſt cortideration, 42, the peace and ſc- 
cutity of the King and Kingdom , that Magiſtrate thar 

ſuffers any vice to grow , bears the Sword in vain , but 

he 
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he that ſuffers this , (hall not long bear the {word at all ., 
for it is contrary to the being of Power , 2s the Rainbow 
is oppoſite to the Sun, 

It is notoriouſly evident that pretence of liberty of 
Conſcience and imnwnity under Chr:, trom Temporal 
juriſdition,is the only J-1:4h that now troubles the waters 
of cur peace & ſcecurity, under the preſent ſerlement of 
the hioher powers, and threatneth with the tempeſt of 
2 return to 2 miſerable Anarchie and contuſion, unleſs he 
be {pcediiy thrown overboard , to prevent the ſhipwrack 
21d allay theſtorm 3 That Cloud which is inaufpiciouſly - 
gathering (lhad almoſt ſaid) alrcady formed , through 
che influence of indulgence to more formerly ſcrupulous 
then wiſely tender Conſcicnces. will cre long drop down 
in haile, and mildew , co batter the (ortification of our D, 
preſent ſettlement , and blaſt , and wither a!l confidence £ 
of future expeation, unleſs by the zeale and courage of £ 
the preſent diſpencers of judgement, and juſtice it be ſud- 
denly diſſolved , and ſcattered, P[. 106. 30. and Phene- 
hes ſtood up and executed judgement and the plague nas flayed, 
God grant theſe things may be timely confidered , by 
whom they moſt concern, and1 (hall conclude a)l with 
that Colle of our Church Liturgie immediately after the 
ten Commandements in which 1 deſire you all to joyn, 
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Al.miehty God : whoſe Kingdoms everlaſting and poney infinite 
have mercy upin the whole Church , and ſo rule the heart of thy chi- 
ſen ſervant Charles our King and Gevernour, that he knowing nhoſe 
Aliniſter he it, may above all things ſeeke thy honour and glory , and 
that we & all his ſubjefts duly confidering wh: t authority he hathmay 
faithfa'ly ſerve honowr and hambly obey him, in thee and fur thee ac- 
cording to thy bleſſed word and ordinance , through Jeſus Chrilt owr 
fd, who with thie, and the holy, Ghoſt liveth and raigneth ever one 
Vod, Horld without end , AMens 


—— 
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* "art Art”,  gutem quoniam ebibitum non peruenit adiSam di ſer 
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